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SEASONS GREETINGS: 2014

It is with gratitude but also great pride that we look back on
the year 2014 - which is practically over. To our sponsors a
special word of thanks. Without your support and
contributions we would not be able to continue with the work
of Free State Care in Action (FCIA). You have been our pillars
of strength and we have been honoured to have been part of
your lives.

To all who were involved and volunteer at FCIA, my sincere
thanks. You are and will remain the lifeblood of our
organization. With the high workload of our staff, your
services are becoming more and more important.

To the staff - to all of you thank you so much for your loyal
and faithful service. Be assured that the Executive
Management see this and really appreciate everything. Thank
you for 2014.

To all our supporters and your loved ones, I wish a merry and Spirit-filled festive season.
May the true meaning of Christmas not pass us by, but may we rather have a full and joyous
experience. My sincere wishes for a prosperous 2015. May be a remarkable year for you all.
Travel safely, enjoy your rest and make it back safe. I close with a quote by an unknown
author.

When the wall seems unclimbable, the ocean uncrossable, the mountain unmoveable, our
Father does the impossible and may He bless you today with the unthinkable.

Blessings,

Kotie Burger
FCIA Director

 

FCIA FOURIESBURG: VISIT CHERRY FARM FOR CHRISTMAS FUNCTION

 

 FCIA PERSONNEL
DEVELOPMENT  

 

The development of a well-equipped
workforce is a strategic objective of
FCIA. Every effort is made to create
opportunities for staff to empower
themselves in order to distinguish
the organization from others. It is
not only focused on training in the
field of personnel, but also other
areas of learning that can be applied
to the benefit of the organization.
FCIA staff were given the
opportunity to pursue a management
development program that is offered
by the Business School of the
University of the Free State. This
progam takes place over the period
of a year. Candidates receive training
in various management skills such as
strategic management, project
management, financial management,
entrepreneurship etc. It is expected
of candidates to submit tasks for
each subject aimed at the application
of the subject within the organization
in which the candidate is working.
Candidates should also complete an
examination in order to test their
theoretical knowledge.
The value of this program is that
each candidate gets the opportunity
to develop their management skills
and within the framework of his own
organization. The applicant therefore
not only receives theoretical
knowledge of the subject, but is able
to apply that within the organization.
In light of the changes taking place
within the field of welfare, these
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During their annual Christmas function FCIA Fouriesburg went to the famous Cherry Farm,
IONIA, in Ficksburg. Members of the branch had the opportunity to go to the cherry farm
where they learned a lot about the history of the farm and how cherries are grown.

Members were welcomed by the staff of the farm and was had the opportunity to taste and
buy delicious cherry products. It truly was a great treat. A well-deserved day for dedicated
volunteers.

 
A SAFE HOME: THEIR CHRISTMAS GIFT

Because of the severe
shortage of secure
care facilities for
children in need of
care in the Free State,
the Provincial Office of
FCIA applied for
funding some years
ago at the Lottery
Fund.

The goal was to set
up various foster
homes.

 

Funding received was unfortunately only sufficient for the creation of one such a home, and
so Lerato House was established in Parys. With the help of community support, FCIA Parys
branch took ownership of the foster home. A foster home where at least six children's
physical and psychological well-being is looked after, requires a great deal of responsibility.

Staff and volunteers did not step back from this challenge. They have a passion for these
children and ensure that the children's best interests is a priority at all times. The success
with which these foster homes are run, led to a second foster home that was placed under
control of the branch. This foster home was started with funds received from foreign
sponsors and is under the control of Thabang Trust.

Vuka House is the latest addition to FCIA Parys's foster care services, and has been under
the control of the local FCIA branch since May 2014. The two foster homes make collective
provision for accommodation of 12 children aged 0 to 18 years. Each house has a resident
matron who takes responsibility for the household and the children's care. Two volunteers
from the branch performs a supportive and supervisory function.

The homes' day to day functioning also have a lot of financial implications. The Parys branch
is grateful for every donation of bread, clothing and food. In December it is especially a
challenge to make the Christmas season special for these children. For most of these children

 

 

management skills are crucial. This
ensures that the management of the
organization is equipped with
business management skills that in
turn assist them to steer the
organization to function as a
sustainable organization.
FCIA is proud of Melanie Kramer,
Regional Manager of FCIA Eastern-
Region, who completed the course
with distinction in 2014.

   

Summer Christmas - Welcome peaceful,
silent night under the southern cross,
whilst voices from the old past rustle
over starry fields. Christmas comes,
Christmas comes - give all glory to God.
Give us a bright summer Christmas in
this country o Lord. Do you hear the soft
tolling of bells in the centuries old
language? See, even the night silence
tells the old story. Do you feel His warm
love as we commemorate the day when
He sent us His Son, our biggest
Christmas gift (lyrics: Koos du Plessis)

 

 

 READY FOR THE "BIG" SCHOOL  

 

The community of Monyakeng in
Wesselsbron recently experience their
first kindergarten concert. Sunshine Kidz
day care facility that opened in 2011,
held a Christmas concert for parents and
the community on 14 November 2014.

The attendance exceeded expectations,
and the audience was clearly just as
excited as the children.

Everybody agreed that this center not
only cares for children while parents
work, but that it's truly a center where
children are stimulated and get the
opportunity to develop their talents.

The importance of early childhood
education for the FCIA is a priority. FCIA
Wesselsbron is the driving force behind
the creation of this center. Despite many
challenges they started the project with
their own funds. Their time, effort and
energy was not in vain.

The children, who will be going to big
school next year, are really ready for the
challenges that await them. This facility
is one of more than 20 FCIA day care
facilities in the State.

FCIA's theme for next year is the pre-
school child. 2015 will also kick off with
a workshop for staff of FCIA day care
facilities for children.

 

 



their greatest gift is probably that they have a safe home for the Festive Season!

QUINTILES BRINGS CHRISTMAS JOY FOR WELPIE-TODDLERS

Welpies is a day care facility of FCIA, managed by the Bloemfontein branch. Welpies offer
needy children a safe and informative environment to get them ready for school.

Each year Quintiles plans a Q day. On this day staff of Quintiles spend their time and money
on a specific community project. Welpies were privileged to be part of Quintiles's Q day in
November 2014. Two teams from Quintiles worked together and bought groceries for the
day-care facility as well as gifts. Staff of Quintiles spent time with children - colouring in
pictures and painting the children's faces. After the activities, the children were rewarded
with lovely gifts. The coloring of pages and face painting was a wonderful, chaotic and
colorful experience. Together the staff and children enjoyed hot dogs, a juice and a piece of
chocolate cake. The radiant children-faces (smeared with either paint or chocolate!) ensured
that everyone had a wonderful day.

 

 

 FCIA BOTHAVILLE SHARES
CHRISTMAS CHEER  

 

FCIA Bothaville has foster groups for
their foster children and foster parents
throughout the year.

The children who faithfully attend the
groups are rewarded with a Christmas
candle party by the
staff and volunteers. This Christmas
party is the driving force behind every
foster child
and motivate the children to attend the
groups regularly.

2014 was not an exception. On 12 and
13 December the children will be spoiled
again with treats and games. Children
volunteers from the community also
becomes involved with the smaller foster
children. They go and play with the little
ones and keep them busy.

This year, FCIA Bothaville also widened
the scope of the Christmas parties and
foster parents are now also spoiled with
a treat and a gift. These foster parents
are special - especially in the generosity
they show to take in foster children and
care for them. The gratitude that FCIA
staff and volunteers showed them,
ripples in an incredibly positive attitude
towards the organization and its staff,
which in turn spread further to ensure
good cooperation between staff and FCIA
clients.
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